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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to tine RCE filed on May 20, 2009. Claims 1 , 3- 
12, 14, 16, 18-22, 27, 29-31, 33-34, 36, 40, 42, 44-45, 47-48, 53, 55-57, 59-60, 
62, 66, 68, 70-71 and 73-74 have been amended. Claims 2, 13, 15, 28, 39, 41, 
54, 65, 67 and 79-100 were previously canceled. Claims 23-26, 49-52, 75-78 and 
101-104 were previously withdrawn. The applicant is respectfully requested to 
cancel the withdrawn claims. Claims 1, 3-12, 14, 16-27, 29-38, 40, 42-53, 55-64, 
66, 68-78 and 101-104 are pending. 

Examiner's Note 

2. The use of intended use clauses have been noted in the claims (i.e 
"configured to"). Applicant is advised that such terminology may render some 
limitation optional. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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3. Claims 1 , 3-1 2,14,1 6-22, 27, 29-38, 40, 42-48, 53, 55-64, 66 and 68-74 

are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kubik et al. (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,775,691 ) hereinafter referred as Kubik. 

As to claim 1 , Kubik teaches an E-mail management system for 
managing a forward destination of an E-mail, the E-mail management system 
Including a processor, the processor programmed to execute : 

accepting a setting request of a forward destination address 
corresponding to a receipt address of an E-mail addressed to the receipt address 
and the E-mail being to be forwarded to the forward destination address 
(abstract); and 

executing a confirmation of a validity of the forward destination address to 
which the E-mail addressed to the receipt address is forwarded, by sending a 
test mall to the forward destination address and receiving a response to the test 
mall (abstract, Column 1, lines 55-64, Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, lines 30), 

wherein said confirmation includes confirming whether the response 
contains a predetermined data string or not (Column 7, lines 47-55). 

As to claim 3, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 1, the processor further programmed to execute: commanding a sending 
device to send a test mail to the forward destination address; and communicating 
with a receiving device to receive a response to the test mail, wherein said 
confirmation includes confirming the validity of the forward destination address by 
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the response received by said receiving device (Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, 
lines 30). 

As to claim 4, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 1 , further programmed to execute: registering the forward destination 
address corresponding to the receipt address if the confirmation proved 
successful; and forwarding a received E-mail addressed to the receipt address to 
the forward destination address, when the forward destination address 
corresponding to the receipt address is registered (Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, 
lines 30). 

As to claim 5, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 1, communicating with a mail server which registers the forward destination 
address corresponding to the receipt address of the E-mail, and forwards the 
received E-mail addressed to this receipt address to the forward destination 
address, wherein said confirming unit commands if the confirmation proved 
successful, said mail server to register the forward destination address 
corresponding to the receipt address via said communication unit (abstract. 
Column 1, lines 55-64). 

As to claim 6, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 2, wherein said confirming unit confirms whether or not the response Is 
transmitted from the receipt address (Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, lines 30). 

As to claim 7, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 1, wherein said confirmation confirming includes sending test mails 
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respectively to tlie receipt address and the forward destination address, and 
confirnning responses to these two test mails (Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, lines 
30). 

As to claim 8, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 4, the processor further programmed to execute: registering a forward 
destination address unconditionally in response to said setting request for setting 
the forward destination address that is with in a predetermined range, and 
registering a forward destination address with respect to which the confirmation 
by said confirming unit proved successful in response to said setting request for 
setting the forward destination address that is beyond the predetermined range 
(abstract. Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, lines 30). 

As to claim 9, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 1 , further comprising a notifying unit notifying that a permission of 
forwarding to the forward destination address with respect to which the 
confirmation proved unsuccessful, can not be given (abstract. Column 7, lines 
55-Column 8, lines 30). 

As to claim 10, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 4, wherein said confirming unit confirms a validity of the already-registered 
foHA/ard destination address after a predetermined period of time has elapsed 
since the registration thereof, and said forward control unit suspends forwarding 
to the forward destination address till the confirmation proves successful after the 
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elapse of the predetermined period of time (abstract, Column 7, lines 55-Column 
8, lines 30). 

As to claim 1 1 , Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 5, wherein said communication unit receives a request for confirming the 
already-registered forward destination address from said mail server, and said 
confirming unit confirms the validity of this forward destination address (abstract, 
Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, lines 30). 

As to claim 12, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 1, further comprising an information providing unit disclosing a step of the 
response to a test mail, to a user who is within a predetermined range, wherein 
said confirming unit confirms whether or not the response conforms with the 
response step (abstract. Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, lines 30). 

As to claim 14, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system cooperating 
with a mail server which registers a forward destination address corresponding to 
a receipt address of an E-mail and forwards the received E-mail addressed to 
this receipt address to the forward destination address, said system comprising a 
processor programmed to execute: 

accepting a setting request of a forward destination address 
corresponding to a receipt address of an E-mail addressed to the receipt address 
and the E-mail being to be forwarded to the forward destination address 
(abstract. Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, lines 30); and 
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issuing to a mail server, a command of confirming a validity of the forward 
destination address to which the E-mail addressed to the receipt address is 
forwarded, wherein the confirming includes sending a test mail and making a 
validity of the forward destination address confirmed by a response to the test 
mail, to said mall server from the receipt address, by checking whether the 
response contains a predetermined data string or not (abstract, Column 7, lines 
55-Column 8, lines 30). 

As to claim 16, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 14, further comprising a communication unit communicating with a sending 
device sending a test mail to the forward destination, wherein said command unit 
commands said sending device to send the test mail to the forward destination 
address via said communication unit and has the validity of the forward 
destination address confirmed by a response to the test mall, to said mail server 
from the receipt address (Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, lines 30). 

As to claim 17, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 16, wherein said sending device is said mail server (abstract). 

As to claim 18, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 14, wherein said command unit issues a command of sending test malls 
respectively to the receipt address and the forward destination address, and 
makes said mail server confirm the validity of responses to these two test mails 
(abstract. Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, lines 30). 
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As to claim 19, Kubil^ teaclies an E-mail management system according to 
claim 16, wherein said communication unit receives a request for confirming the 
already-registered forward destination address from said mail server, and said 
command unit issues the command of confirming the validity of this forward 
destination address (Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, lines 30). 

As to claim 20, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 14, further comprising an information disclosure unit disclosing a step of 
the response to a test mail, to a user who is within a predetermined range 
(Column 7, lines 55-Column 8, lines 30). 

As to claim 21, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 1, wherein said accept unit accepts the setting request by receiving the E- 
mail in a predetermined format at a predetermined address (Column 7, lines 55- 
Column 8, lines 30). 

As to claim 22, Kubik teaches an E-mail management system according to 
claim 14, wherein said accept unit accepts the setting request by receiving the E- 
mail in a predetermined format at a predetermined address (abstract. Column 7, 
lines 55-Column 8, lines 30). 

Claims 29-38, 40, 42-48, 53, 55-64, 66 and 68-74 do not teach or define 
any new limitations other than above claims 1, 3-12, 14, 16-22. Therefore, claims 
29-38, 40, 42-48, 53, 55-64, 66 and 68-74 are rejected for similar reasons. 
Response to Arguments 
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4. 



Applicant's arguments liave been considered but are moot in view of the 



new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 



5. 



Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from 



the examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 
571-272-7969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.usDto.qov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll -free). 
Faruk Hamza 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unite 2455 

/Faruk Hamza/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2455 
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